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DETAILED ACTION 



1. The communication filed on 1/23/04 amended Claims 7, 8, 1 1, 18, 21, 28, 31, 38, and 41. 
Claims 1-42 remain for examination. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see paper No 5, filed 1/23/04, with respect to objections of 
Claims 1, 3 and 42 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection of Claims 1, 3 
and 42 has been withdrawn. 



Applicant's arguments filed 1/28/04 have been fiilly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Referring to Claims 1, 12 and 22, 32 and 42: 

Applicant argues: "Goiffon does not teach the feature of "in response to receiving the request, sending a 
response including information associated in the database with the first concept". In the cited section, col 14, line 
65-col 15 line 10; col 15, lines 25-40, Goiffon teaches a system for providing search results for a word in a query 
and for variants of the word. In Goiffon, after submitting a query, the user must choose one or more variants from 
among a set of variants. A search is then performed on all of the selected variants and the search results are provided 
to the user. 

In Claims 1, 12, 22, techniques are provided for, "in response to receiving the request, sending a response 
including information associated in the database with the first concept." That is, after receiving a query, a 
normative concept for the query is determined ("the first concept"). The normative concept is then used to 
perform the search. The techniques in Claims 1, 12, 22 refine the search results and provide only results for the 
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. normative concept, thereby automatically providing a refined, focused search without requiring the user to be able to 
pick or choose the normative concept among a set of word variants. 

In Goiffon, on the other hand, after submitting a query, the user must choose one or more variants on a 
word in the query. A search is then performed on all of the selected variants, and the user receives a large set of 
unfocused results. 

As Goiffon does not teach, among other things, the feature of "in response to receiving the request, sending 
a response including information associated in the database with the first concept," Goiffon could not possibly teach 
Claims 1, 12, or 22. For these reasons, the rejection is respectfully traversed." 

Examiner disagrees with applicant. Goiffon discloses the claimed "in response to 
receiving the request, sending a response including information associated in the database v^ith 
the first concept". Specifically Goiffon disclose a system wherein a user can specify a search 
term and the levels at which to perform the search (col 14, lines 45-65). Examiner believes the 
disclosed parent level is equivalent the claimed first concept. Therefore examiner maintains that 
Goiffon anticipates the claimed invention. 

Furthermore, in response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., 
after receiving a query, a normative concept for the query is determined ("the first concept"). The normative 

concept is then used to perfi>rm the search) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations fi'om the specification are not read 
into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 
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Referring to Claims 2, 13 23, and 33: 

Applicant fiirther argues: "First, as described above, Goiffon does not teach a first, normative 
concept. Therefore, Goiffon could not possibly teach the features of Claims 2, 13, 23, and 33. Further, Goififon does 
not teach, "storing in the database a second relationship of a second relationship type between the first concept and a 
second concept not among the first plxu^ty of corresponding concepts, wherein the second concept indicates the 
information included in the response." Since Goiffon does not teach a normative concept, Goiffon could not 
possibly teach storing a relationship between a normative concept and another concept and returning 
information associated with the second concept for a query that indicates the normative concept. Therefore, since 
Goiffon does not teach, among other things, this feature, Goiffon could not possibly teach Claims 2, 13, 23, and 33." 

Examiner disagrees with applicant. As noted above, examiner believes that the parent 
concept disclosed by Goiffon is equivalent to the claimed normative/first concept. Additionally, 
Goiffon discloses the use of v/ord elements that are related to different concepts. These 
relationships represent varying uses of a v/ord (col 13, lines 1-65); these relationships are not 
among the synonym or sub-concept relations. Therefore, examiner maintains that this disclosure 
of Goiffon is equivalent to the claimed "storing in the database a second relationship of a second 
relationship type between the first concept and a second concept not among the first plurality of 
corresponding concepts, wherein the second concept indicates the information included in the 
response." 

Moreover, in response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that thefeatures upon which applicant reUes (i.e., 

storing a relationship between a normative concept and another concept and returning information associated 
with the second concept for a query that indicates the normative concept) are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
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specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir, 1993), 

Applicant's arguments, see Paper No 5, filed 1/23/04, with respect to the rejection(s)of 
Claim(s) 4, 15, 25, and 35 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (e) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, 
a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of US 5740425 issued to Povilus. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



3. Claims 1-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 5740425 
issued to Povilus, herein referred to as Povilus. 

Referring to Claims 1,12, and 22: 

Povilus discloses a method of responding to a request for data about an enterprise (col 3, 
lines 3-30), the method comprising the steps of 

storing a plurality of names for a single entity associated with the enterprise as a first 
plurality of corresponding concepts in a database of concepts and relationships among concepts 
(Fig 10-14), which database describes a plurality of entities associated with the enterprise (col 3, 
lines 10-25); 

designating a first concept of the first plurality of corresponding concepts as a normative 
concept (col 7, lines 10-25); 

receiving a request including data indicating a particular name of the plurality of names 
(col 8, lines 10-20); and 

in response to receiving the request, sending a response including information associated 
in the database with the first concept (col 8, lines 10-65). 
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Referring to Claim 32: 

Povilus discloses a system for responding to a request for data about an enterprise, the 
system comprising: 

a database of concepts and relationships among concepts describing a plurality of entities 
associated with the enterprise (col 3, lines 3-30); and a processor configured to perform the steps: 
of storing a plurality of names for a single entity associated with the enterprise as a first plurality 
of corresponding concepts in the database (Fig 10-14); indicating a first concept of the first 
plurality of corresponding concepts (col 7, lines 10-25); receiving a request including data 
indicating a particular name of the plurality of names (col 8, lines 10-20); and in response to 
receiving the request, sending a response including information associated in the database with 
the first concept (col 8, lines 10-65). 

Referring to Claims 2, 13, 23 and 33: 

Povilus discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 1,12, 22, and 32 above. Povilus 
fiirther discloses: 

storing in the database a first relationship of a first relationship type, the first relationship 
defined for the first concept and an alternative concept of the first plurality of corresponding 
concepts (col 6, lines 10-50); and 

storing in the database a second relationship of a second relationship type between the 
first concept and a second concept not among the first plurality of corresponding concepts, 
wherein the second concept indicates the information included in the response (col 6, lines 10- 
25). 
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Referring to Claim 3, 14, 24 and 34: 

Goiffon discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 2, 13, 23 and 33 above. Goiffon 
further discloses: 

the request does not include data indicating a first name corresponding to the first 
concept (col 8, lines 5-20); 

the particular name corresponds to a particular alternative concept of the first plurality of 
corresponding concepts (col 8, lines 15-35); and 

the database does not include a relationship defined for the second concept and the 
particular alternative concept (col 7, Unes 15-30; col 14, lines 30-65), 

Referring to Claims 4, 15, 25 and 35: 

Povilus discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 1,12, 22, and 32 above. Povilus 
fiirther discloses, wherein the request does not include data indicating a first name corresponding 
to the first concept (col 8, lines 5-20). 

Referring to Claims 5, 16, 26 and 36: 

Povilus discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 1, 12, 22, and 32 above. Povilus 
fiarther discloses, wherein the plurality of names include at least one of a synonym for a first 
name corresponding to the first concept, an acronym for the first name, and a translation of the 
first name into a different language than a language of the first name (col 7, lines 10-30). 
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Referring to Claims 6, 17, 27 and 37: 

Povilus discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 2, 13, 23 and 33 above. GoifFon 
fiirther discloses, wherein the first relationship includes an attribute indicating the alternative 
concept is one of a synonym for the first concept, an acronym for the first concept, and a 
translation into a different language than a language of a first name corresponding to the first 
concept (col 7, lines 10-30). 

Referring to Claims 7, 18, 28 and 38: 

Povilus discloses the Umitations as discussed in Claims 5, 16, 26 and 36 above. Povilus 
fiirther discloses, wherein the plurality of names includes the synonym for the first name (col 7, 
lines 10-30); and wherein the synonym for the first name includes a misspelling of the first name 
(col 8, lines 25-60). 

Referring to Claim 8: 

Povilus discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 5 above. Povilus fiirther discloses, 
wherein the plurality of names includes the synonym for the first name (col 7, lines 10-30); and 
wherein a synonym for the first name comprises an acronym of the first concept or a translation 
into a different language than a language of a first name corresponding to the first concept (col 7, 
lines 1-15). 
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Referring to Claim 9, 19, 29 and 39: 

Povilus discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 1, 12, 22 and 32 above. Povilus 
further discloses, adding a name to the plurality of names based on the data included in the 
request (col 36, lines 5-25; col 37, lines 15-55). 

Referring to Claims 10, 20, 30 and 40: 

Povilus discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 1, 12, 22 and 32 above. Povilus 
further discloses, wherein the entities include at least one of a set of products of the enterprise, a 
set of services of the enterprise and a set of activities of the enterprise (col 3, lines 10-35). 

Referring to Claims 1 1, 21, 3 1 and 41 : 

Povilus discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 10, 20, 30 and 40 above. Povilus 
further discloses, wherein the set of activities of the enterprise include at least one of 
administration, research, marketing, joint ventures and documentation (col 10, lines 25-40). 

Referring to Claim 42: 

Povilus discloses a method of responding to a request for data about an enterprise using a 
data store that comprises a stored plurality of names for a single entity associated with the 
enterprise (col 7, lines 10-30), a first plurality of corresponding concepts in a database of 
concepts and relationships among concepts (col 6, lines 10-50), which database describes a 
plurality of entities associated with the enterprise, and wherein a first concept of the first 



Application/Control Number: 09/908,947 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2135 

plurality of corresponding concepts is identified as a normative concept (col 7, lines 10-30), the 
method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

receiving a request including data indicating a particular name of the plurality of names 
(col 8, lines 5-20); and in response to receiving the request, sending a response including 
information associated in the database with the first concept (col 8, lines 15-45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-2, 5-9-13, 16-23, 26-33 and 36-42 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US 6,453,3 12 issued to Goiflfon et al, herein referred to as Goiflfon. 

Referring to Claims 1,12, and 22: 

GoifFon discloses a method of responding to a request for data about an enterprise (col 5, 
lines 20-25), the method comprising the steps of 

storing a plurality of names for a single entity associated with the enterprise as a first 
plurality of corresponding concepts in a database of concepts and relationships among concepts 
(col 4, Unes 3-15), which database describes a plurality of entities associated with the enterprise 
(col 4, lines 4-8; col 10, lines 15-20); 

designating a first concept of the first plurality of corresponding concepts as a normative 
concept (col 11, line 55-60; col 12, lines 1-35); 



Application/Control Number: 09/908,947 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2135 

receiving a request including data indicating a particular name of the plurality of names 
(col 14, lines 35-50); and 

in response to receiving the request, sending a response including information associated 
in the database with the first concept (col 14, line 65- col 15, line 10; col 15, line 25-40). 

Referring to Claim 32: 

GoifFon discloses a system for responding to a request for data about an enterprise, the 
system comprising: 

a database of concepts and relationships among concepts describing a plurality of entities 
associated with the enterprise (col 4, lines 1-20; col 5, lines 1-10); and a processor configured to 
perform the steps (Fig. 1): of storing a plurality of names for a single entity associated with the 
enterprise as a first plurality of corresponding concepts in the database (col 4, lines 3-15),); 
indicating a first concept of the first plurality of corresponding concepts (col 4, line 15-25; col 
11, line 55-60; col 12, lines 1-35); receiving a request including data indicating a particular name 
of the plurality of names (col 14, lines 35-50); and in response to receiving the request, sending a 
response including information associated in the database with the first concept (col 14, line 65- 
col 15, line 10; col 15, line 25-40). 
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Referring to Claims 2, 13, 23 and 33: 

Goiffon discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 1,12, 22, and 32 above. GoifFon 
further discloses: 

storing in the database a first relationship of a first relationship type, the first relationship 
defined for the first concept and an alternative concept of the first plurality of corresponding 
concepts (col 12, lines 1-35); and 

storing in the database a second relationship of a second relationship type between the 
first concept and a second concept not among the first plurality of corresponding concepts, 
wherein the second concept indicates the information included in the response (col 1 1, lines 50- 
60). 

Referring to Claims 5, 16, 26 and 36: 

Goiffon discloses the Hmitations as discussed in Claims 1, 12, 22, and 32 above. Goiffon 
fiirther discloses, wherein the plurality of names include at least one of a synonym for a first 
name corresponding to the first concept, an acronym for the first name, and a translation of the 
first name into a different language than a language of the first name (col 5, lines 15-25). 

Referring to Claims 6, 17, 27 and 37: 

Goiffon discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 2, 13, 23 and 33 above. GoifFon 
further discloses, wherein the first relationship includes an attribute indicating the alternative 
concept is one of a synonym for the first concept, an acronym for the first concept, and a 
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translation into a different language than a language of a first name corresponding to the first 
concept (col 5, lines 15-25; col 10, lines 15-20; col 11, lines 50-65; col 20, lines 55-65), 

Referring to Claims 7, 18, 28 and 38: 

Goiflfon discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 5, 16, 26 and 36 above. Goififon 
fiirther discloses, wherein the plurality of names includes the synonym for the first name (col 12, 
lines 10-35); and wherein the synonym for the first name includes a misspelling of the first name 
(col 13, line 60-68). 

Referring to Claim 8: 

Goiflfon discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 5 above. Goififon fiirther 
discloses, wherein the plurality of names includes the synonym for the first name (col 12, lines 
10-35); and wherein the synonym for the first name comprises an acronym of the first concept or 
a translation into a dififerent language than a language of a first name corresponding to the first 
concept (col 13, lines 60-68). 

Referring to Claim 9, 19, 29 and 39: 

Goiflfon discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 1, 12, 22 and 32 above. Goiflfon 
fiirther discloses, further comprising the step of adding a name to the plurality of names based on 
the data included in the request (col 21, lines 40-50; col 23, lines 55-67). 
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Referring to Claims 10, 20, 30 and 40: 

GoifFon discloses the limitations as discussed in Claims 1, 12, 22 and 32 above. GoifFon 
further discloses, wherein the entities include at least one of a set of products of the enterprise, a 
set of services of the enterprise and a set of activities of the enterprise (col 5, lines 15-25; col 23, 
lines 15-30; col 25, lines 60-68). 

Referring to Claims 1 1, 21, 3 1 and 41 : 

GoifFon discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 10, 20, 30 and 40 above, Goiffon 
further discloses, wherein the entities include the set of activities of the enterprise; and wherein 
the set of activities of the enterprise include at least one of administration, research, marketing, 
joint ventures and documentation (col 5, lines 15-25). 

Referring to Claim 42: 

GoifFon discloses a method oF responding to a request for data about an enterprise using a 
data store that comprises a stored plurality of names for a single entity associated with the 
enterprise (col 4, lines 1-25; col 5, lines 3-20), a First plurality oF corresponding concepts in a 
database oF concepts and relationships among concepts (col 4, lines 5-20), which database 
describes a plurality oF entities associated with the enterprise, and wherein a First concept oF the 
First plurality oF corresponding concepts is identiFied as a normative concept (col 23, lines 10- 
30), the method comprising the computer-implemented steps oF 

receiving a request including data indicating a particular name oF the plurality oF names 
(col 14, lines 35-50); and in response to receiving the request, sending a response including 
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information associated in the database with the first concept (Fig. 5; col 14, line 65- col 15, line 
10; col 15, line 25-40). 



Prior Art 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent- to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US 6675159 issued to Lin, Albert Deirchow et al. Lin discloses a concept-based 
indexing and search system indexes collections of documents with ontology-based predicate 
structures through automated and/or human-assisted methods. The system extracts the concepts 
behind user queries to return only those documents that match those concepts. The concept 
based search and retrieval system comprehends the intent behind a query from a user, and returns 
results matching that intent. The system can perform off-line searches for unanswered user 
queries and notify the user when a match is found. 

US 5386556 issued to Hedin, Erik B. et al. Hedin discloses a natural language (NL) 
analyzing system is provided with the capability to analyze NL expressions and to resolve 
ambiguities and present them to the user for verification of correct interpretation. A conceptual 
model of the system, relevant to the application in which the invention is implemented, is created 
(customizing the system) by the user, and is stored as a conceptual schema. The schema is built 
of logical facts representing entities (concepts) and relationships between entities, forming a 
description of the universe of discourse or object system in question. The entities of the schema 
have at least one external connection, namely to natural language terms in a vocabulary. The 
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schema itself is completely language independent, though the components of it may have 
"names" expressed in a natural language such as English. There may be a second connection to 
the entities, namely where the system is used in a query system for relational databases. In this 
case the entities of the schema represent objects in the database, and thus there is a connection 
between the entities and those objects of the database. The actual analysis of NL expressions is 
performed by a natural language engine (NLE) in cooperation with an analysis grammar and the 
schema. The analysis results in an intermediate, language-independent logic form 
Representation of the input, which is paraphrased back to NL for verification. If the input is a 
query, there is a translation into a query language such as SQL. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Monplaisir G Hamilton whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
5116. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 am - 4:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y Vu can be reached on (703) 305-4393. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Monplaisir Hamilton 
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